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Amendments to the Claims: |y(A£ 2 2 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of claims in the 
application: 

Listing of Claims: 

Claims 1-273 (canceled). 

274. (currently amended) The method of claim 277273, wherein the member forms an 
included angle relative to the mid-longitudinal axis of the shaft of said rivet that is 
greater than 90 degrees. 

275. (currently amended) The method of claim 277373, wherein the member forms an 
included angle relative to the mid-longitudinal axis of the shaft of said rivet that is 
less than 90 degrees. 

Claim 276 (cancelled). 

277. (currently amended) AThe method of cla i m 276 for holding pieces of tissue 
together with a tissue rivet, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing the rivet having a shaft with a leading end for insertion first into 
the tissue, a trailing end opposite the leading end, a mid-longitudinal axis 
therebetween, and a member proximate the trailing end of the shaft, the member 
having a top, a bottom opposite the top, the bottom being adapted to contact 
tissue, at least a portion of the member being moveable relative to the shaft 
between an undeploved position where the bottom surface is not in contact with 
the tissue and a deployed position where the bottom surface contacts the tissue, 
the member having a first shape in the deployed position and a second shape in 
the undeploved position, the first shape being different from the second shape . 
whoroin the rivet havingfr as a passageway between the leading and trailing ends 
of the shaft; 
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engaging a driving instrument to the rivet arel the driving instrument 
including ino ludo s a handle, a shaft extending from the handle, and a face at a 
junction of the handle and the shaft of the driving instrument, the s t e p of 
engaging including inserting the shaft of the driving instrument into the 
passageway until the face of the driving instrument contacts the top of the 
member; 

inserting the rivet into the tissue until the bottom contacts the tissue; and 
moving at least a portion of the member relative to the shaft to the 
deployed position . 

278. (currently amended) The method of claim 277276, wherein the step of engaging 
the driving instrument with the rivet is performed so that the driving instrument 
does not contact the bottom of the flexible member. 

279. (currently amended) The method of claim 2772*3. wherein the step of inserting 
includes pushing the rivet into the tissue. 

280. (currently amended) The method of claim 277273. wherein the step of inserting 
includes inserting the rivet into a portion of a meniscus of a human knee. 

281 . (previously presented) The method of claim 280, wherein the step of inserting 
includes inserting the leading end of the shaft into the meniscus in a direction 
away from the center of the knee. 

282. (currently amended) The method of claim 277273, wherein the shaft has an 
exterior surface with at least one projection adapted to resist expulsion of the 
rivet from within the tissue, further comprising the step of compressing the pieces 
of tissue together between the at least one projection and the flexible member. 

Claim 283 (cancelled). 

284. (currently amended) The method of claim 286233. wherein the flexible member 
forms an included angle relative to the mid-longitudinal axis of the shaft of said 
rivet that is greater than 90 degrees. 

-4- 



PAGE 7/12 * RCVD AT 3/22/2010 2:42:45 PM [Eastern Daylight Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/14 " DNIS: 2738300 " CSID:3102862795 * DURATION (mm-ss): 02-58 



From: HART IN & FERRARO LLP 3102862795 03/22/2010 10:45 #015 P. 008/012 

Application No.08/354,450 
Amendment dated March 22, 2010 
Reply to Office Communication of February 22, 2010 



285. (currently amended) The method of claim 286383, wherein the flexible member 
forms an included angle relative to the mid-longitudinal axis of the shaft of said 
rivet that is less than 90 degrees. 

286. (currently amended) AThe method of cla i m 283, whoroin for holding pieces of 
tissue together with a tissue rivet, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing the rivet having a shaft with a leading end for insertion first into 
the tissue, a trailing end opposite the leading end, and a flexible member 
proximate the trailing end of the shaft, the flexible member having a top and a 
bottom opposite the top, the rivet having has a passageway between the leading 
and trailing ends of the shaft;-aa4 

engaging a driving instrument to the rivet the driving instrument 
including inc l ud e s a handle, a shaft extending from the handle, and a face at a 
junction of the handle and the shaft of the driving instrument, the s top of 
engaging including inserting the shaft of the driving instrument into the 
passageway until the face of the driving instrument contacts the top of the 
flexible membe r: and 

inserting the rivet into the tissue until the bottom of the flexible member 
contacts the tissue and the flexible member deforms to conform to the curvature 
of the tissue adjacent the rivet . 

287. (previously presented) The method of claim 286, wherein the step of engaging 
the driving instrument with the rivet is performed so that the driving instrument 
does not contact the bottom of the flexible member. 

288. (currently amended) The method of claim 2862S3, wherein the step of engaging 
includes snap-fitting the rivet onto a portion of the driving instrument. 
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289. (currently amended) The method of claim 286283, wherein the step of inserting 
includes pushing the rivet into the tissue. 

290. (currently amended) The method of claim 286283, wherein the step of inserting 
includes inserting the rivet into a portion of a meniscus of a human knee. 

291 . (previously presented) The method of claim 290, wherein the step of inserting 
includes inserting the leading end of the shaft into the meniscus in a direction 
away from the center of the knee. 

292. (currently amended) The method of claim 286233, wherein the shaft has an 
exterior surface with at least one projection adapted to resist expulsion of the 
rivet from within the tissue, further comprising the step of compressing the pieces 
of tissue together between the at least one projection and the flexible member. 

Claims 293 and 294 (cancelled). 

295. AThe method of claim 2 9 4 , wh o ro i n f or holding pieces of tissue together with a 
tissue rivet, the method comprising the steps of: 

providing the tissue rivet having a shaft with a leading end for insertion 
first into the tissue, a trailing end opposite the leading end, and a member 
proximate the trailing end of the shaft, the member having a top, a bottom 
opposite the top, and an outer perimeter, the rivet havingfcas a passageway 
between the leading and trailing ends of the shafti_-afM=J 

engaging a driving instrument to the rivet, t he driving instrument 
including includ e s a handle, a shaft extending from the handle, and a face at a 
junction of the handle and the shaft of the driving instrument, the stop of 
engaging including inserting the shaft of the driving instrument into the 
passageway until the face of the driving instrument contacts the top of the 
membe r: and 

inserting the rivet into the tissue until the bottom of the member contacts 
the tissue, at least a first portion of the bottom adjacent to the outer perimeter of 
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the member being at an acute angle relative to the mid-longitudinal axis of the 
shaft, at least a second portion of the bottom adjacent to the outer perimeter of 
the member being at an obtuse angle relative to the mid-longitudinal axis of the 
shaft . 

296. (currently amended) The method of claim 295284, wherein the step of engaging 
the driving instrument with the rivet is performed so that the driving instrument 
does not contact the bottom of the flexible member. 

297. (currently amended) The method of claim 295293, wherein the step of inserting 
includes pushing the rivet into the tissue. 

298. (currently amended) The method of claim 295293. wherein the step of inserting 
includes inserting the rivet into a portion of a meniscus of a human knee. 

299. (previously presented) The method of claim 298, wherein the step of inserting 
includes inserting the leading end of the shaft into the meniscus in a direction 
away from the center of the knee. 

300. (currently amended) The method of claim 295293, wherein the shaft has an 
exterior surface with at least one projection adapted to resist expulsion of the 
rivet from within the tissue, further comprising the step of compressing the pieces 
of tissue together between the at least one projection and the flexible member. 
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